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SUBJECT: PM GANDHI'S TRIP TO FRANCE 

ACCORDING TO A QUAI OFFICIAL, THE INDIANS ARE STILL 
PLAYING COY ON THE SUBJECT OF PM INDIRA GANDHI S 
OFFICIAL VISIT TO FRANCE. WHEN THE INDIANS SAID 
THAT IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR HER TO VISIT FRANCE 
IN LATE 1976 AS ORIGINALLY INTENDED BECAUSE OF 
"INTERNAL POLITICAL PROBLEMS", THEY DID NOT SUGGEST 
ANY ALTERNATIVE DATE. THEY HAVE CONTINUED TO HINT 
THAT ELECTIONS MIGHT BE HELD IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH 
AND THAT MRS. GANDHI WOULD NOT BE FREE TO TRAVEL 
UNTIL AFTER THEY WERE OVER AND THE NEW PARLIAMENT 
HAD MET. THE FRENCH CONTINUE TO CONSIDER THAT THE 
VISIT WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE COURSE OF 1977. 
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